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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


IN GRATEFUL APPRECIATION 


To the Board of Directors of The Newport News Public Library, Ine, 


Mrs. P.j We. Hiden Chairman 

Mr. P. Hairston Seawell Vice=Chairman 
Miss M, Catharine Harrison Secretary 

Mr, William S, Parker Treasurer 

Mrs, We Bs Livezey Honorary Chairman 


Mr. Je C. Biggins 

Miss Gwendolyn Evans 
Mrs. Homer L. Ferguson 
Mrs. M, M,. FitzHugh 
Mr. M. M. FitzHugh 

Mr. We M. Harrison 
Mrs, Lewis T. Jester 
Mr, Allan D, Jones, Jre 
Mr, Harry L, Nachman 
Mrs, Malvin C,. Weaver 


and to the members of the City Council for their efforts in furthering 


the development of the Library. 


To our Sustaining Members, Members, and Friends for their continued 


gifts of books, magazines, recordings, and money. 
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The Honorable Mayor and Council of the City of Newport News: 
Gentlemen: 


Herewith is presented the report of the Newport News 
Public Library, Inc. for the Main Library and for Branch No, 1 
for the year 1950. 


Your continued and kindly concern for our growth and 
progress is acknowledged gratefully, and the amicable relations 
existing for nearly a quarter of a century are a matter of great 
satisfaction to us. 


We are grateful too for the loyal friends who thru many 
years have contributed to the Library books and money to further 
its growth and usefulness in the community. Besides their mater= 
ial gifts, the encouragement and wise counsel they bestow upon 
us are deeply appreciated. 


A comparison of the figures for 1949 and 1950 shows a 
growth in the number of books on our shelves, We still do not 
have as many readers as the ponulation of our town indicates we 
should have, We have various groups in town devoted to gardens, 
music, art and literature. On our shelves are books on all these 
subjects ready to supply just the facts for which one is searching. 


Using the lists made up by the large libraries and book 
stores of the books most in demand, we purchase so far as funds 
permit the best from these lists in fiction and non-fiction, It 
is a matter of some pride with us that week by week and month 
by month, we have on our shelves the books our patrons request, 
and that we keep pace with our readers! desires. 


It is urged that you visit the Library, acquaint your= 
self with its facilities and enjoy the opportunity it gives you 
in these troubled times to enjoy the communion of great souls 
and thereby thru the fields of literature enrich your own life. 


Faithfully yours, 
(Mrs. P. We) Me We Hiden 


Chairman=Board of Directors 
Newport News Public Library, Inc. 
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The publié library is essentially an American institution. 
It is rooted in the Declaration of Independence and has been nur= 
tured in our tradition of equal opportunity for all, Although it 
has been developed abroad, in no other place has its growth and 
influence been so great as in the United States, The objective 
of the public library may be described as that of providing books 
and other materials and media of communication for all the people 
for purposes of individual and social well-being and enlighten= 
ment. Stated differently, its funetions are characterized by 
these five words: education, information, research, acsthetic 
appreciation, and recreation, For more than a century the public 
library has provided these for thousands and thousands of Ameri- 
cans who have ventured into its reading rooms in their search for 


guidance and inspiration in their daily living. 


CIRCULATION OF BOOKS: 

Circulation of books is the one library function which 
most readily permits of being measured, While this record of 
books withdrawn from a library presents only a partial picture of 
the total volume of work performed by the institution, it is used 
in reports as one of the quantitative measures of service to the 
public, This year 47,437 volumes were borrowed from the Newport 


News Public Library, Inc, and 2,805 from Branch #1. The two 
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libraries together sent 50,242 books into the tems Oe our local 
residents, 

The telephone information service which was established 
several years ago is a joint function of all members of the staff. 
Many patrons have sought more help in the use of the library's 
resources by telephoning in advance for help in locating research 
material, particular titles, and answers to reference questions 
that could be given over the telephone. During the past year 
our staff has answered several thousand such questions. 

Other patrons came directly to the library to secure 
their information. Approximately 31,413 reference materials== 
books, magazines, pamphlets, and newspapers==were used by the 
public and library staff in reference work. Branch #1 estimated 


the use of 19,930 reference materials in the same period, 


REGISTRATION: 

784. persons became new members of the library in 1950, 
625 renewed their membership cards, The total registration 
amounted to 1,409 individuals. Of this number, 76% were adults 
and 24% were children, Branch #1 cnrolled 76 new members and 


renewed 40 membership cards, 


BOOKS : 


The library's book stock remained around the 23,000 mark 


we ome 


cn ‘J ha ry ach Danni 
stan it) “HN 


; %; i Ne “ Ay m ‘ 
Sou ine Sharad ase wee datily 
Ta Dt hs . Gi j 
+ S ft 
i eS Gd 
teas Nee dp r { Aa iy na) 
X : 
~ # A 
Shs a tent re Ny wl 
‘! pie } lili i i sp 
ba ba: ay a4 Sa * ® ath ee } 
i ‘| a) 
: ~ 
H ay ct 
Perey UY hs A WA wr va ferns 
Snel fe ON a iy 
PES! . 
; ‘ ‘Wy 
‘ dbrtih Poh to) th ous Pe aD re ay ith 
Ae mem aM OS Ro UD lit 
‘ ¥ wy 
See Rage pie Cy i 
rit 6a} Lae 
£. ‘ 
is 
Wy oad f Pate | iueg an “ph 
f ney it a 

ari i ale oe e 

ee ¢ Heath a ain q 
4 f Me, Sas usin Ta 

\ P P ig i Wi waa 
. fbosbiece oe Oey 


ye WLS ae 


1 a ae 


1 ae cae pete ne ate 


if EAP rater, oh a a’ 
oe tian siebbsan i) BH mee i 


tye 


Sas 


‘ 1g Som 208 Satan 
it ye mt) nid ie 


f | Wine eas, inypun ye 
aay SB Bed dees 


because of discarding many books, A number of outedated and worn 
out books were removed to make space for more recent acquisitions, 
At the end of the year, the total coumt was 23,912 volumes, 718 
wore reference books, 18,254 were books for adults, 1,835 were 
books in the Virginiana collection, and 3,105 were children's 
books, In addition, a permanent collection of 2,786 books is 
housed at Branch #1. In a year's time, we added 1,602 books to 


our collection and discarded 1,510 books. 


REGISTRATION AND CIRCULATION 


Registration 1948 1949 1950 
Adults 952 1,064 1,000 
Children 368 344 327 
Sustaining Members 87 89 82 

Total 1,407 1,497 1,409 


Registration, Branch #1 


Adults 98 77 
Children 32 39 
Total 130 116 
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Circulation 1948 1949 1950 


Adults 
Fiction 19,981 22,651 20,824 
Non-Fiction 8,856 10,499 9,516 
Children L3y 331 18,675 17,097 
Total 142,168 51,825 47 44,37 
Reference Books T5783 IRIS T ot 31,413 
Grand Total 59,951 79 9562 78,850 
Children's Recordings 924 3,810 4,377 


Circulation per 
registered borrower 32 35 a3 


*- Main Library, City 
population served 27,309 26 ,633 24,5402 


Main Library, circu 


lation per capita 
served 165 1.9 1.9 


Circulation, Branch #1 


Adult 930 2,008 
Children cua fied 
Total 1,143 29805 
Reference Books § 620 19,930 
Total 9,763 22,735 
Circulation per 
registered borrower ] 24, 
ee 


* Figures on population received from the Newport News 
Chamber of Commerce, 
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1948 1949 1950 
* Branch #1, City 


population served 18,693 17,127 
Branch #1, Circulation 
por capita served 06 (5 moss) e216 
Book Stock SIyee5 23,820 23,912 
Book Stock, Branch #1 2,495 2,786 


SERVICE TO CHILDREN: 

In the Gwendolyn Evans Room we have had cxhibits covering 
the various activitics and cvents of the year, such as cclebrating 
the holidays and "special cvent weeks." Book Weck and Spring Book 
Festival were two of these "special event weeks" which were tho 
usual high point of the year of the library's program of service 
for boys and girls, Attractive displays of materials and new books 
along with the honor books of the year were put on exhibition, 

Story Hour was conducted as usual throughout the school 
year with an average attendance of twenty children each week, A 
summer reading program interested about seventy five boys and 
girls who received special attention in the way of individual 
reading guidance, It is interesting to note in a survey of libra- 
ries in the Southeast that most public libraries were giving only 
a book lending service to young readers. Only 40% provided read~ 


ing guidance service. Less than a third had story hours and 
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special summer programs were found in 34%. Though we lack trained 
personnel, we are well in advance of the trend in the Southcastern 


states. 


BRANCH #1: 

The Branch Library accounted for 2,805 volumes withdrawn 
for home circulction, It shows itsclf of greatest use to those 
adults and students who consulted about 19,930 books in the 
library. The heaviest demand is for supplomentary reading 
materials used by high school students, 

Branch #1 has been in operetion only seventcen months, In 
1950, 76 people cnrolled as new members and 40 renewed their mem= 
bership for another year, The same types of obfldren's activities 
are carried out at the Branch as at the main library. The book 
collection is growing steadily and with additional materials 
borrowed from the main library fulfills the purposes of the 


public library in our community. 


PUBLIC RELATIONS: 

The library has tried to keep the public informed about 
various services offered and about special events, The two local 
newspapers have been more than generous with space for feature 


storics and news articles, 
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The library cooperstcd with the Junior Chambcr of Commeree 
last spring with the Fifth Annuol Art Exhibit. It worked with tho 
Newport News Education Associntion during Americnn Educ:tion Weck 
by exhibiting 2 table of books on Equal Educational Opportunities 
For All, The library has also had an unusually interesting dise 
play of books by Jewish writors and of objects during Jewish Book 


Month, 


GIFTS: 

The Librery and Branch #1 hove both been fortuncte in having 
had more than four hundred bocks donated to their collections, 
There have been as many more books given, but not yet put on the 
shelves, Then, too, there are scveral magazine subscriptions given 
annually as woll as magazines given 211 through the year by the 


many and generous friends of the library. 


FORWARD OR BACKWARD: 

No business stands still, No institution stands still. 
It cither progresses or gocs backword, This is as truce of the 
public library as of any other organization, This library and 
the branch are giving os much scrvice at this time as can bo 
provided under the prescnt budget, The library must attain nore 
support before many of the services offercd by more progressive 
public librerics can be provided for the people of Newport News. 
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NEWPORT NEWS PUBLIC LIBRARY, INC, 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 


Receipts: 


City-Revenue 
Membership Fees 


Membership Fees, Branch #1 


Sustaining Members 
Donations 

Fines 

Fines, Branch #1 
Miscellaneous 


Total Receipts 


Expenditures: 


Salaries 
Books-City 
Books-~Library 
Supplies 
Magazines 
Newspapers 
Printing 
Binding 
Telephone 
Postage 
library Tools 
Children's Recordings 
Equipment 
Miscellaneous 


Total Expenditures 


1950 


$11,276.72 
1,115.00 
100.00 


8,767.55 
1,999.34 
1142042 
158.69 
158.55 
106.85 
86.00 
260.12 
195.44, 
69.75 
40260 
85.17 
100.82 


658.65 


$13,847.11 


$11,129.94 
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THE PEOPLE'S CHOICE 
ADULT NON-FICTION: 
THE LITTLE PRINCESSES, by Marion Crawford 
THE PEABODY SISTERS OF SALEM, by Louise Hall Tharp 
WORLDS IN COLLISION, by Immanuel Velikovsky 
COURTROOM, by Quentin Reynolds 
THE MATURE MIND, by Harry Allen Overstreet 
I LEAP OVER THE WALL, by Monica Baldwin 
BELLES ON THEIR TOES, by Frank B, Gilbreth 
ADULT FICTION: 
THE EGYPTIAN, by Mika Waltari 
THE WALL, by John Hersey 
JUBILEE TRAIL, by Gwen Bristow 
THE CARDINAL, by Henry Morton Robinson 
WORLD ENOUGH AND TIME, by Robert Penn Warren 
THE BIZARRE SISTERS, by Jay Walz 
WHITE WITCH DOCTOR, by Louise Stinetorf 
BENNETT'S WELCOME, by Inglis Fletcher 
THE LEGACY, by Nevil Shute 
CHILDREN'S BOOKS : 
HOMER THE TORTOISE, by Margaret Baker 
CHARLEY THE HORSE, by Tony Palazzo 
BLOOD BAY COLT, by Walter Farley 
SURPRISE FOR A COWBOY, by Clyde Bulla 
SONG OF THE SWALLOWS, by Leo Politi 
WE MERRILY PUT TO SEA, by Theodora DuBois 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


IN GRATEFUL APPRECIATION 


To the Board of Directors of the Newport News Public Library, Ince 


Mrs. P. W. Hiden Chairman 

Mr, P. Hairston Seawell Vice-Chairman 
Miss M, Catharine Harrison Secretary 

Mr, William S, Parker Treasurer 

Mrs. W. B,. Livezey Honorary Chairman 


Mr. J. C. Biggins 

Miss Gwendolyn Evans 
Mrs. Homer L,. Ferguson 
Mr. M, M. FitzHugh 
Mrs, M. M. FitzHugh 
Mr. W. M. Harrison 
Mrs. Lewis T, Jester 
Mr, Allan D, Jones, Jr, 
Mr. We Be. Livezey (deceased ) 
Mr, Harry L. Nachman 
Mrs, Malvin C, Weaver 


for their loyal support in expanding the facilities of the Library, 


To our Sustaining Members, Members, and Friends for their continued 


gifts of books, magazines, recordings, and money. 
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The report of the Librarian of the Newport News Public Library 
for the year 1949 reveals steady growth along all lines and the 
accomplishment of the first step in a deyelopment envisioned long 
ago by the Board; namely, the opening of branch libraries, When 
the Library building on West Avenue was erected, the Board thought 
of it as the nucleus of a system providing branches here and there 
in the city, as the need for library facilities piers The estab= 
lishment of Branch No, 1 is, therefore, a matter of great satisface= 
tion to all of us, our big achievement of the year. 

The Board appreciates the unfailing support and civic interest 
of the Mayor, the City Council, City Manager and other city officials, 
evidenced in their concern for the well-being and development of the 
library, and is grateful for it. 

We would urge the citizens of Newport News to use more freely 
and frequently the means of entertainment, culture and profit that 
are available upon our shelves, For every period of life, Hel 
maturity and agc, there are books ready to give you companionship 
and fill every need. Come, sample our wares, and browse at your 
leisure, You are welcome at all peat 


Martha W. Hiden (Mrs. P. We) 
ChairmaneBoard of Directors, 
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The conception of a library's aims and duties has changed with the 
times, The library must be an active instead of a passive force, It 
not only preserves books, but makes them accessible to those who want 
them. The modern library believes that it should find a reader for | 
every book on its shelves and provide a book for every reader in its 


community. In each case, it should bring book and reader together. 


CIRCULATION OF BOOKS: 

{ During 1949 there were 55,635 books, magazines, pamphlets, and 
recordings loaned for home use, This figure represents a definite in= 
erease in circulation over 1948. It presents by means of this index a 
slow yet steady increase in the effectiveness of our library, Of 1949's 
total circulation, 33,150 books were borrowed by adults and 18,675 books 
and 3,810 recordings were loaned to children. 

43,183 people visited our reading rooms in the period of a year. 
Here, too, we can show 4 gain over 1948 usage. Researchers in our 
Virginiana Collection are much more active this year and came in greater 
numbers.\ Requests for information by telephone have increased steadily 
this year, though no record has been kept of this added service, The 
public and the library staff used 27,737 reference books in the process 
of answering the numerous questions asked of the library=~some in 


person, some by letter, and some by telephone. 
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REGISTRATION: 

There has been some small growth in the number of borrowers this 
year. We hope to reach even more of the people of the community in the 
future. 826 local residents became new a of the library. 671 
persons renewed their membership cards during the year, The total 
registration in 1949 amounted to 1,497 individuals, Of this number, 


77% were adults and 23% were children, 


BOOKS : 

( the library's book stock reached the twenty three thousand mark, 
_ At the end of the year the final count was 23,820 volumes, of which 
18,585 were books for adults, 2,769 were books for children and young 
people, 1,814 were books in the Wigan Collection, and 652 were 


reference books, The twelve months saw the acquisition of 1,154 books 


and the discarding of 559 books, 


SERVICE TO CHILDREN: 

Story Hour for children is a weekly event in the Gwendolyn Evans 
Room. At times stories are told by the Children's Librarian or a 
guest story teller. | At other times, new recordings of stories and 
music are introduced to this group. On occasion, films of classic 
children's stories are shown to an eager audience, 

When school classes visited the library, one of the staff introduced 
the facilities of the public library to the children and gave them rudi-= 
mentary library instruction. Book Week was celebrated in November with 
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appropriate exhibits and displays, During the summer vacation period, 


children retained their interest in the library through a "Circus Book 


Club." 
REGISTRATION AND CIRCULATION 
Registration 1947 1948 1949 
Adults 1,055 952 1,064 
Children 340 368 344, 
Sustaining Members _ 86 wit Y 4 re 


Total 1,481 1,407 SINS 7, 


Registration, Branch #1 


Adults 98 
Children fer 
Total 130 
Circulation 
Adult: 
Fiction 20,903 19,981 22,651 
Non=Fiction 7,165 8,856 10,499 
Children 272 13,331 18,675 
Total 37,820 12,168 51,825 
Reference Books a eS Aa, War ee eigi at 
Grand Total 50,760 59 951 79,562 
Childrents Recordings 924 3,610 


Circulation per 
registered borrower 26 32 35 
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Circulation, Branch #1 1947. 1948 1949 


Adult 930 
Children pare 
Total eles 
Reference Books 8,620 
Total 9,763 
Circulation per 
registered borrower 9 
Book Stock 22,473 Ra yees 23,820 
Book Stock, Branch #1 2,495 


BRANCH #1: 

J Branch #L of the Newport News Public Library, Inc. opened July 25th, 
19492, It is located in the Dorie Miller Recreation Building, 915 = 31st 
Street. There are approximately two thousand five hundred new books 
there, subscriptions to at least a dozen popular magazines, subscriptions 
to three newspapers, and a small collection of children's recordings, 

This initial record collection was made possible through the generosity 
of the Newport News Branch of the American Association of University 
Women, 

Membership at Branch #1 shows a slow but steady growth, The circula= 
tion of books has increased from month to month, | 130 borrowers registered 


during the five months of operation this year. The total circulation for 


the same period came to 9,763 books. 
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LOOKING FORWARD: 

19.9 saw the opening of a fine branch library for our negro 
citizens, Its facilities are excellent, Here and in the main 
library we are chalienged with finding a reader for every books 
Thus, increased registration is one of our goals for the coming 
year, It follows that a larger registration should bring about 
a much greater circulation, Through the main library and the 
branch we hope to reach more people in the coming year and to 


increase our services to the community. 
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NEWPORT NEWS PUBLIC LIBRARY, INC. 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 


1949 
Receipts 
City-Salaries and Pension $8,626.36 
City=-Books 999.90 
Membership Fees 1,214.50 
Membership, Branch #1 109.50 
Sustaining Members 485.00 
Donations 112,50 
Fines 693.92 
Fines, Branch #1 792 
Miscellaneous 215.36 
Total Receipts $12,464.96 
Expenditures 
Salaries and Pension 8,626, 36 
Books=City 999.90 
Books-Library 1,310.63 
Supplies 121.10 
Magazines 83675 
Newspapers 72695 
Printing 41.00 
Binding 126,97 
Telephone 109.49 
Postage 34,056 
Library Tools 38.00 
Children's Recordings 108.85 
Equipment 102.00 
Miscellaneous 151,73 
Total Expenditures $11,927.29 
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THE PEOPLE'S CHOICE 
FOR 1949 
ADULT NON@PICTION: 
THIS I REMEMBER, by Eleanor Roosevelt 
THE CONQUERORS, by T. B. Costain 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN, by F. B, Gilbreth 
HOW TO STOP WORRYING AND START LIVING, by Dale Carnegie 
YOUNG WASHINGTON, by Douglas Southall Freeman 
SEVEN STOREY MOUNTAIN, by Thomas Merton 
GOOD HOUSEKEEPING HOUSEKEEPING BOOK, by Good Housekeeping Institute 
BEHIND THE CURTAIN, by John Gunther 
ADULT FICTION: 
THE EGYPTIAN, by Mika Waltari 
POINT OF NO RETURN, by J. P. Marquand 
A RAGE TO LIVE, by John OfHara 
GOLDEN WARRIOR, by Hope Muntz 
THE CHAIN, by P. I, Wellman 
CUTLASS EMPIRE, by Van Wyck Mason 
HUNTER*S HORN, by Harriette Arnow 
FLAMES OF EMPIRE, by Peter Bourne 
THE PASSIONATE JOURNEY, by Irving Stone 
CHILDREN'S BOOKS: 
STORY OF VIRGINIA, by Bana Turpin 
THREE SHIPS COME SAILING, by Gilchrist Waring 
GRANDFATHER TALES, by Richard Chase 
THE BIG SNOW, by Berta and Elmer Hader 
SHOO=FLY PIE, by Mildred Jordan 
CADMUS HENRY, by Walter D. Edmonds 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
IN GRATEFUL APPRECIATION 


To the Board of Directors of the Newport News Public Library, Inc. 


Mrs. P. W. Hiden Chairmas 

Mr. Phillip Hairston Seawell Vice-Chairman 
Miss M. Catharine Harrison Secretary 

Mr. William S. Parker Treasurer 

Mrs. W. B. Livezey Honorary Chairman 


Mr. J. C. Biggins 
Mrs. J. Hugh Caffee 
Miss Gwendolyn Evans 
Mrs. Homer L. Ferguson 
Mr. M. M. Fitzhugh 
i Mrs. M. M. Fitzhugh 
Mrs. Lewis T. Jester 
Mr. Allan D. Jones, Jr. 
Mr. W. B, Livezey 
Mr. Harry L. Nachman 
Mrs. Malvin C. Weaver 
for their loyal and continued interest and support in helping to increase 


the resources and services of the Newport News Public Library, Inc. 


To our Sustaining Members, Members, and Donors for their gifts of beeks, 
magazines, recordings, and money and for their cooperation and interest 


~ in the welfare of the Library. 


~ To Miss M. Catharine Harrison for her help in preparing this Annual 
Report for 1948 and for her kindly services and guidance all through the 


year, 


: To Mr. Joseph Biggins and Mr. Sol Ellenson for their co-operation and 


helpfulness in solving our many problems. 
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TO 


THE OUTSTANDING DIRECTOR AND PATRON FOR THE YEAR 1948 


Mr. William Scott Parker for willing and industrious work for 


the betterment of the Library. 


and to 


Mrs. Elmer R. Jensen for her faithful efforts in the improvement 


of the grounds, 
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Following the custom inaugurated last year, your City 
Library, thru its staff, presents herewith a record of the work of 
the year 1948, 


The watchful and kindly concern for our well-being, so 
consistently evinced by our city officials, is acknowledged with 
Sincere gratitude. We hope to continue to merit their support for 
we realize the part a library plays in promoting an informed, 
responsive and responsible citizenry, without which no town can 
grow. 


We are grateful, too, for the loyal friends who, by 
their contributions, have aided us and rendered our development 
possible. Many of these have been "standing by" for thirty or 
even thirty-five years, and we consider it a high honor to have 
their continued interest, 


This year we note with pleasure that more persons have 
availed themselves of our facilities and found them adequate. The 
Library is yours to use, and justifies its existence only as it 
answers your needs and gives you service. Our books are selected 
with the purpose of providing what you would like or what you have 
asked for. If you wish books we do not have, tell us so that we 
may get them. It is our aim to have on our shelves volumes to 
please all readers and all tastes, 


Comé in, use our books, acquire the "reading habit® and 
thus enrich your life, 


Martha W. Hiden (Mrs. P. W. ) 
Chairman-Board of Directors 
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Every community needs agencies which will provide for adults and 
children the ideas, information and beauty which are so essential to 
a good and full life and a responsible citizenry. From our schools we 
should receive the skills of learning, the heritage of knowledge, and 
possibly the rudiments of a vocation. Little do we realize that in our 
adult life we lack the means to add to the fruits of education. We 
actually do not know where to look. Thus, the public library should 
serve as the medium between the seeker of knowledge and the printed 
Page. 

Our library has many objectives. In essence they are to promote en- 
lightened citizenship and to enrich personal life. In more detail, service 
revolves around these five objectives: education, information, research, 
aesthetic appreciation, and recreation. A special objective of our pro- 
gram is to foster good reading habits in children and young people in 
order to develop future generations that know and appreciate booka, 

If the library is to benefit the community, it must serve the citi- 
zen, The Library attempts to anticipate his needs in the way of books and 
related materials and to fit them to those needs, The ideal service is to 
aid each person in the development of his intellectual, social, and cultur- 
al capacities. In order to give the best service in research and reading 
guidance to students, civic groups, and individuals, the library must have 
a trained and highly efficient staff, The library is not a warehouse for 
books, nor is it a museum, It is a continuing and vital service, 


On the other hand, the citizen has obligations to his library. It 
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may be self-interest or the larger motive of giving greater opportuni=.- 
ties to the people of the community through the support of the library 
program. The library must be used by the public if it is to be bene- 


ficial to its community. 


The public library is no exception to the general rule in that 
revenues must be dependable in order to assure continuity of service, 
Unless a library has an adequate income, good service cannot be given, 
Our library is a non-profit institution. Its return to society is of 
an intangible quality and cannot be measured in feet and inches or 
dollars and cents. However, some benefits are demonstrable. Requests 
for funds should be and are justifiable in terms of needed services 


and past achicvements, 


The facilities of the Newport News Public Library, Inc. include 


not only books, but magazines, newspapers, pamphlets, and recordings. 


23,223 books. Of this 
CHILDREN, 


Book books are in the 


The library houses 
total, 18,253 


adult readin rooms, 632 in 

g Ca A pu Sy a 9 
the adult reference Pe teak | collection, 1,802 in 
the Virginiana oO) COLL RO Tey collection, and 


2,536 in the Gwendolyn Evans Room for children, 


In addition to the two local newspapers which are received daily, we 
maintain files of The Richmond Times Dispatch, The Christian Science 
Monitor, and the New York Times, We subscribe to thirty-five maga~ 


zines for adults and children, Other magazines are frequently 
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donated by civic minded organizations, individuals, and publishers. 
Our file of the Atlantic Monthly dates as far back as 1857 while 
that of Harper's Magazine starts in 1860, Pamphlets on a variety 
of subjects are preserved a reasonable length of time in our vertical 
file. 

Adults have access to thirty-four albums of recordings which 


they may play in the reading rooms. These recordings are of a 


classical i oe ee ee ee nature. There sre more than 

forty-five | Da eaie dl . albums of non- 
mass To cewerae i a 
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Their library contains other hie ERY | breakable 
records which are used under supervision in connection 


with various holiday programs, 

In past years the librarian has been too often pictured as a custo= 
dian or watchdog. Fortunately we have outgrown this conception, but all 
too often we have our eyes fixed on circulation figures. The full power 
of the library in the educational scene cannot be realized until its 
activities and objectives sare concentrated on quality of books circulated 
rather than on quantity. Our circulation is not high in proportion to the 
population of the city, but it is good in proportion to the number of 


registered library borrowers. If we divided the total circulation for 
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1948 by the population of the city (44,573), each person could have 
read .9 books. Dividing the circulation by the number of persons 

who do have library cards, each library member could have read thirty- 
two books. This is proef positive that the people who do use the 


library make good use of it, 
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REGISTRATION AND CIRCULATION 


Registration 
Adults 
Children 
Sustaining Members 


Total 
Population (Estimated) 


Circulation 
Adult: 
Fiction 
Non-Fiction 
Total 
Children: ot 
Total 
Reference Books 
Grand Total 
Childrens Recordings 
Circulation per 
Registered Borrower 


Days Open 


Book Stock 


1946 
890 
376 

th 

1,340 


50,896 


19,444 


6,661 


26,105 
8,506 
34,611 


4,140 
38,751 


25 
300 


23,121 
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1947 
1055 
340 


86 


1,481 


47,693 


20,903 
7,165 
28 068 


oy 152 
37 5820 


12,940 


26 


304 


22,473 


1948 
952 
368 

_87 

1,407 


44,573 


19,981 
8,856 
28 837 
13,331 
42,168 
17,783 
59,851 

924 


32 
296 


23 5223 
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ACTIVITIES 


JANUARY 


Lessons on use of Library for young people, 


FEBRUARY 


Abraham Lincoln and George Washington displays. 


Puppet show. 


MARCH 


Technicolor film strips of children's stories used at story hour. 


APRIL 


MAY 


Name plaque placed in Gwendolyn Evans Room in honor of Miss 


Gwendolyn Evans, 


Third Annual Art Exhibition and Fine Arts Festival with the following 


programs being given in the Gwendolyn Evans Room: 


Gallery talk by Mr. A. D. Jones, Jr. Wi x 
if | 
ig ¥ 


Piano recital by Mr. Thomas Waddell 


i eM A 
Miss Katherine Wood's Chorus ve a \ / 
~ See 
Telephone Chorus ft 3 | 
scene teal 


Piano recital by Mr. Robert Smith. greeting if 


| 
Newport News Girl Scouts! Chorus W: \ 
seal 


Warwick County Girl Scouts! Chorus. 
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JUNE 


JULY 


ie 
Bird talk illustrated with colored slides Z5) 


given by Mr. George C. Mason ie A 
Personal book plates made by youngsters at 


club meetings. . rN 


Main adult reading room hamed for Mr. Harold B. Bailey, first 


~~ 


Librarian, 


Lounge furniture purchased for north adult reading room. 


"Robin Hood" reading project for all young people, through August. 


Limited reference service by telephone started. We 


AUGUST 


Sea shell exhibit in Gwendolyn Evans Room. 


SEPTEMBER 


Tour of library by scout groups and elementary and high school grades. 


A visit from the "Story Book Lady", Mrs, Louise Kirby of Miller and 


Rhoads! Book Shop to tell stories at Robin Hood party. 


OCTOBER 


Story Hour for children, four through seven years of age, each Friday 


afternoon at 3:30 P.M., October through May. 


Bookland Village Club meeting for young people, eight through twelve 


years of age, each Wednesday afternoon at 3:30 P.M., October through 


May. 


Halloween costume party. 
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Braxton-Perkins Unit #25, American Legion Auxiliary second annual 
contribution for the purchase of memorial books, 


Religious Book Week, October 24-31. 


NOVEMBER 
Exhibit for National Book Week, November 14-20, on theme "Books 
Tell The Story", 


Review by Miss Margaret Sinclair of her book "In and Around Hampton", 


DECEMBER 
A visit from Santa Clause to look at Christmas decorations and 
exhibits and to participate in singing Christmas carols, 


Conclusion of six months interesting and successful work with 


volunteer library assistants Mrs, William 


Read, Mrs. R. Le. fas Van Bibber, and Mrs. 


Paul Hogg from the 


Leaguee ee 
ice, My) i 


At the end of 1947 we were "looking forward" to the fulfillment 


Hampton Roads Service 


of several desires. We asked that the annual appropriation be increased, 
The city government granted an increased appropriation for 1948. This 

as yet, is far short of our ultimate goal, but each such increase shows 
that the city government recognizes that our work is going in the right 
direction. We hope some time that an employee classification plan will 
be adopted wherein merit increases shall be instituted until a maximum 


wage is reached by each employee in a given grade. 
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We also had wanted to buy more phonograph records and set up a system 
for circulating non-breakable records. 1948 brought us both wishes. We 
asked for lounge furniture for one of the adult reading rooms. This new 
addition has proved to be an incentive for leisurely reading and study 
in the library. Next year we would like to be able to purchase good 
reading and table lamps to add to the beauty and usefulness of our 
lounge Peni tive and our adult reading rooms, 

Naturally all of our wishes did not comt true. We still need an 
additional full time trained librarian. Another staff member would 
eliminate the necessity of employing a substitute in the summer vaca= 
tion period. We must try to increase our funds for the purchase of 
books if we are to keep up with the times in which we are living, 

We are slowly but consistently expanding and increasing our 
services showing that we are making some progress toward a distant 
goal. We are anxiously looking forward to the day when we will have 
the per capita financial support that will enable us to give superior 


service to the adults ind to the children of our community. 
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RECEIPTS; 


NEWPORT NEWS PUBLIC LIBRARY, INC. 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 


1948 


City-Salaries 

City - Books 
Membership Fees 
Sustaining Members 
Donations 

Fines 
Miscellaneous 


Total Receipts 


Expenditures: 


Salaries 
Books = City 
Books - Library 
Supplies 
Magazines 
Newspapers 
Printing 
Binding 
Telephone 
Postage 
Library Tools 
Furniture 
Miscellaneous 
Pension 
Series G Bond 


Total Expenditures 


~10+ 


$7002.00 
801. 27 
1096, 50 
470,00 
56410 
657.27 
112.79 


$6454.00 
801.27 
1187.81 
118,65 
13615 
25.00 
201.19 
99.86 
44.50 
17,00 
300.00 
343.63 
600.00 
500.00 


$10,998.92 
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THE PHOPLE'S CHOIGE 


FOR 1948 


a 


ADULT NON-FICTION 
CIVILIZATION ON TRIAL, by A. J. Townbee 
THE PROPER BOSTONIANS, by Cleveland Amory 
THe GaTHLRING STORM, by Winston Churchill 
Prach OF MIND, by J, L. Liebman 
MALABAR FARM, by Louis Bromfield 


YOUNG WASHINGTON, by D. S. Freeman 


ADULT FICTION 
RAINTREE COUNTY, by Ross Lockridge 
EaGLE IN THE SKY, by Van-Wyck Mason 
THE BISHOP'S MANTLE, by Agnes S. Turnbull 
PILGRIM'S INN, by Elizabeth Goudge 
THE NAKED aND THE DEAD, by Norman Mailer 
SHANNON'S WaY, by a. J. Cronin 
ROANOKE HUNDRED, by Inglis Fletcher 


DINNER AT ANTOINE'S, by F. P. Keyes 


CHILDREN'S BOOKS 
CITY OF OWC# UPON a TIuE, by Gilchrist Waring 
JACK TALES, editedby Richard Chase | 
LIKE FATHER, LIKE FUN, by Andrew Hall, pseud. 
McELLIGOT'S POOL, by T. S. Geisel 
MISTY OF CHINCOTiaGUE, Marguerite Henry 
ROBIN HOOD'S ARROW, by Eugenia Stone 
THE SHAWESD HAT, by Louis Slobodkin 


YOU aND TH UNITED NaTIONS, by Lois Fisher 
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- ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
IN GRATEFUL APPRECIATION 


To the Board of Directors of the Newport News Public Library, Inc. 


Mrs. P. W. Hiden Chairman 

Mr. Philip Hairston Seawell Vice-Chairman 
Miss M. Catharine Harrison Secretary 

Mr. William S. Parker Treasurer 

Mrs. W. B. Livezey Honorary Chairman 


Mr. J. C. Biggins 

Mrs. J. Hugh Caffee 
Miss Gwendolyn Evans 
Mrs. Homer L. Ferguson 
Mr. M. M. FitzHugh 
Mrs. M. M. FitzHugh 
Mrs. Lewis T. Jester 
Mr, Allan D. Jones, Jr. 
Mr. W. B. Livezey 

Mr. Harry L. Nachman 
Mrs. Malvin C. Weaver 


for their continued interest and support in helping to maintain and 
increase the services and resources of the Newport News Public 
Library, Inc. 

To our Sustaining Members, Members, and Donors for their many gifts 
of books, magazines, pamphlets, and money and for their cooperation 


and interest in the welfare of the Library. 


To Miss M. Catharine Harrison without whose interest and help the 


Annual Report for 1947 would not have been possible. 
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FOREWORD 


The Board of Directors of the Newport News Public Library is 
appreciative of the kindly interest and support vouchsafed them 
thru the years by the city officials and citizens, The Library 


is your creation and evolved to meet your needs and wishes. 


So much do we appreciate your help and so close to you do 
we feel that we have determined to make an innovation in our re- 
port for the year and take you "behind the scenes" as it were. 
To do this, our fine staff of Librarians has prepared a detail- 
od account of the work here day by day among adults and children. 
An institution without plans is a dead institution, and to show 
that we are alive, the Librarian has included plans for expansion 
along various lines of increased usefulness for both adults and 


children, 


Please note that only around 5% of our estimated population 
use the library facilities, All pay for it, hence about 95% are 
paying for something from which they are not directly benefitting 
as far as we can estimate, We sincerely hope these figures are 
wrong. But if they are correct, it is our job to change them in 
1948. Let us have 95% using our Library and all will see a wonder- 


ful improvement in every phase of our city's life. 


(Mrs. Philip W.) M..W. Hiden, 


Chairman 
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The public library has been recognized as a highly integral 
part of our social and educational equipment, It is the only 
university for some adults and provides the means for the sclf- 
education for all people in its community. The library is a 
source of information on many widely diverse sub jects. — It 
furnishes recreational reading. It is a stimulant to study and 
research and helps make possible some scholarly and literary 
achievements. It is basic to the education of Americans as 


citizens, workers, and human beings, 


Our library offers many facilities in addition to its 
book collection. Two local newspapers and three out-of-town 
papers are received daily. More than fifty different magazines 
come to the library cach month, These are of a recreational, 
vocational, and literary character ranging from the American 
Magazine, Industrial Arts and Vocational Education, to the 
Atlantic Monthly. The Children's Department has subscrip- 
tions to eight of these magazines including The American Girl, 


Highlights For Children, and Boys! Life, 
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The reference service is an important part of the every day 
activities of the library. The staff frequently gives help on such 
subjects as parliamentary proceedure for club programs, biographical 
sketches for school work, menu planning for the housekeeper, and busi- 
ness etiquette for the office worker, Besides the encyclopedias and 
other reference books, an up-to-date file of pamphlet material is kept. 
A picture file has been started in the Children's Library. Pictures of 
famous men and women, events, and seasonal material are in constant 
demand. The public used approximately 12,000 reference books, maga- 


zines, and newspapers this year in seeking answers to its problems. 


' The Virginiana Collection is also used for reference work. This 


collection pertains mainly to books about Virginia history and genealogy. 


There have been several fine additions to the collection in the past year. 


Late in 1946 the ground floor of the library building was made 

into a children's library. The room is attractively decorated and the 
book shelves and furniture are all built in small sizes for children, 
The room was appropriately named in honor of Miss Gwendolyn Evans who 
retired as Librarian after many years of service, The Gwendolyn Evans 
Room is more than just a library. It is a place where young people meet 
to work together, although there are the usual encyclopedias, books and 
magazines, During the school year the Children's Librarian plans pro- 
grams for the Bookland Village Club and for the weekly Story Hour, The 


young people who participate in these programs have already carried out 
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several useful projects, They have aided in helping to decorate their 
ai to paint book supports with the patient help of Mr. Allan D. Jones, 
Jr.» 2nd to collect books to fill a "Treasure Chest To France", Many 
new books were made available to us this year by the generous gift of 
Mr. Ben Levinson, Mr. Sol Levinson, and Mr. Sidney Frank in memory of 
Mrs. Celia Banks Levinson, 

It has been the aim of the Board of Directors to promote art and 
music for the benefit of the peninsula residents. In the Want year the 
Library Board has jointly sponsored several fine exhibits, One came 
from the students of Mrs. Robert Sugden's Private School, These water 
colors and drawings drew visitors from, all over the peninsula. Another 
important exhibition came during National Education Week in November. 
Miss Marnetta Souder, local school art supervisor, hung many paintings 
and sketches in the Gwendolyn Evans Room, The theme of this display 
was "Newport News As Seen Through The Eyes of the Children", 

There is a classical record collection of about thirty albums in 
the adult library which can be used at any time. Here the three B's - 
Bach, Beethoven, and Brahms - may be found. The young people also 
have a definite interest in recorded music and stories. Hardly a day 
aoe by without a request for a story, fairy tale, or some music, 
Children are avid listeners, especially when they are allowed to listen 


in twos through the ear-phones on the radio-phonograph combination. 
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The children's record collection was started only this year. The gift 
of the Newport News Branch of the American Association of University 


Women has made possible the purchase of a large part of these recordings. 


From time to time ‘Ke library start has been responsible for 
displays and exhibits. In the Gwendolyn Evans Room children have 
been much interested in exhibits about "Books For the World Of To- 
morrow" during National Book Week; hobby displays of dolls, ships, 
airplanes, and coins; and holidays, Adults were attracted by a 

' table of books which were best sellers of fifty years ago in 
contrast to the books of tomorrow; Teen=-Topics; on dogs during 
National Dog Week; on vacginas homes and gardens during Garden Week; 
on Nursing As A Career; and on Christmas Art and Stories, 


People cannot be forced into reading books now any more so than 
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they could fifty years ago. How to make its materials most useful is 
one of the biggest problems of the library. Staff members ofter have 
to acquire the instincts of a Perry Mason or a Nero Wolfe in getting 


books off. the shelves into the hands of receptive readers, 


In 1947 the total circulation of books, pamphlets, and magazines 
was 37,820 volumes. If the entire population of Newport News had been 
reading library books, each person could have read .7 books. Dividing 


the circulation among the persons who do hold library cards, each 


member could have read 26 books, 


Ey Mn AE 
Bite as ms 


bv ets, 


ase 


y 


SoS Ab 
hart fi 


i) pa # ie 
( rbie 
Mae 
eee yy) ae 


: 


us 


Durine the year 1,461 volumes were added to the library's book 
collection, At the end of the year the library owned 22,473 books. 
This was an average of 15 volumes for each registered borrower. Of 
the total number of volumes on hand, 18,370 were in the Adult Reading 


Rooms, 2,343 were in the Children's Room, and 1,760 were in the 


Virginiana Collection, 
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APPROXIMATE PROPORTION OF TH THREE MAIN COLLECTIONS 
Only five percent of the white citizens of Newport News now make 

effective use of the "power of print" that is housed in the Public 
Library. The book collection is a veritable treasury of knowledge 

that persons may draw upon for many purposes: to get more fun out of life; 
to help increase earning ability; and to help male the family a closer, 
stronger, and healthier unit. It is extremely difficult to measure the 
actual or potential clientele of a public library, The extent of library 
use varies as to the number of users and as to the services required by 


each user, One goes to the public library of his own volition; whereas 


the school child has easy access to his school library and at times is 


ihe 


. 
y 
” 
Me Daa a 
ay 
i aeere 
heec3 
. sigs 
} , 
K ‘ ss te 
- , 
( ‘ ¥ 
¥ } . 
x é ‘ 
mths a, 
7 a 4 (i Navarendi ag Ne Tey 
ee oie Yaowaet, 
M% ; Aes 
Met ‘ {oe 
' sisi ; ; 
ee , { ‘ i , MH 
a va Se SE 
{ Bie aoe 
ee it bh 
ri ‘ 
UF } ; 
: ° ui 


fii) 
ay 


Seen 
Day Peds) 
Pghyehe 


eent there for a definite purpose, 


Improved library facilities 


and advanced educational standards and economic status of a com- 


munity will in all probability increase the number of library users, 


REGISTRATION AND CIRCULATION 


Registration 
Adults 


Children 


Sustaining Members 


Total 


Population 
(Estimated) 
Circulation 
Adult Fiction 
Adult Non-Fiction 
Children 
Total 
Reference 
Grand Total 


Circulation per 
Registered Borrower 


Days Open 


Book Stock 


1945 


931 
437 
89 


1,457 


4:7 54,96 


23,063 
8,714 


10,464 


42,241 


, 2,864 


455105 


29 


308 


29,401 


Pe 


1946 


890 


19 444 
6,661 


8,506 
34,611 


45140 
38,751 


25 


300 


23,121 


1947 


1055 

340 
sieht, 

2482 


47,693 


20 903 


7,165 


9,752 


37,820 


12,940 


50,760 


26 


304 


22,473 
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We hope that in the future our arian budget will be greatly 
increased, Our appropriations are insufficient for a city of our 
size. The American Library Association has set up standards of 
finance which should be our goal over a period of the next few 
years, The following per capita standards of financial support 


are recommended for library service in areas over 25,000 population. 


Limited or minimum Service ...ccccecsecceesedle5O per capita 
Reasonably good Service sececccccvccccccccsepaers per capita 


Superior service Pelee did Wa cae piade.e ee eR ee eeoeOO per capita 


The first stage of development produces an income which will 
permit only a very limited service, Operating on a per capita basis 
less than that required for minimum service as we are doing, limited 
or minimum service cannot be provided except at the sacrifice of ade- 
quate salaries, book funds, and other necessities, The second stage 
of development provides for reasonably good service. Here too, there 
will be limits to the services thit the library can undertake. The 
third stage provides services of an extensive character. At this 
point, a library would undertake to meet with completeness and effic- 
iency the requirements of a community of wider interests and high 


educational levels, 


LOOKING FORWARD 


An additional full time trained employee is needed in the library. 


At the present time we are accomplishing only the bare necessities and 


sates 


¥ 


5 
“adh 


oe 


aT E 
ante Pikes 


% 


leaving so many important jobs undone, We are happy to have a separate 
Children's Room, but it brings about a division of strength in the staff, 
We need some one who could undertake book repairs. The unbound volumes 
of our magazines should be inspected for missing copies and these copies 
replaced, Hundreds of books need cataloging. There are no end of jobs 
that could be given over to a new staff member. Another assistant 

would climinate the need of employing substitutes in the summer during 


vacation time, 


We would like to see the annual appropriation increased so that 
salaries can be raised, An annual increment should be instituted 
until a maximum wage is reached for each grade employee in accordance 


with the practice in school systems, 


We hope that we will have the funds for more phonograph records, 
We would like to be able to lend our records for home use and hope 


that a method for doing so will be planned in the new year, 


We would like one of our Adult Reading Rooms to be furnished with 
comfortable lounge chairs and good reading and table lamps, This might 


prove to be an incentive for leisurely reading and study in the library. 


We feel that we are moving in the right direction by expanding and 
increasing our library services, but we look forward with pleasure to 
having per capita financial support that will make it possible for us 
to give superior service according to American Library Association 


standards. 
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 


FOR THE YEAR 1947 


Receipts 
City - Saleries $6,240.00 
City - Books 801.43 
Membership Fees 1,175.50 
Suste2ining Members 445.00 
Donations 605.00 
Fines 683,04 
Miscellaneous 113,17 

Total Receipts $10,063.14 

Disbursements 

Salaries $5,641.08 
Books =- City 801.43 
Booxs - Library 899.30 
Supplies 171.50 
Magazines 142.15 
Newspapers 74.235 
Printing 72,00 
Binding 92.98 
Telephone 81.25 
Postage 39.40 
Library Tools 24.50 
Miscellanecus 344.15 
Pension 600.00 
Petty Cash 10.00 
Salary Refund (1946) 101.19 

Total Disbursements $ 9,095.19 
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THE PEOPLE'S CHOICE 


for 1947 


= ADULT NONeFICTION 
HUMAN DESTINY, by Pierre Lecomte du Nouy. 
INSIDE U. S. A., by John Gunther, 
THE LAST DAYS OF HITLER, by H. R. Trevor-Roper. 
LOGBOOK FOR GRaCE, by R. C. Murphy. 
PEACE OF MIND, by J. L, Liebman, 


THE ROOSEVELTS I KNEW, by Frances Perkins. 


ADULT FICTION 
CAME A CAVALIER, by Frances Parkinson Keyes 
HOUSE DIVIDED, by Ben Ames Williams. 
LYDIA BaILEY, by Kenneth Roberts 
THE MONEYMAN, by T. B. Costain 
PRINCE OF FOXES, by Samuel Shellabarger. 
THE SILVER NUTMEG, by Norah Lofts. 


THE VIXENS, by Frank Yerby, 


CHILDREN'S BOOKS : 

AMSRICA'S STaMPS, by Maud and Miska Petersham. 
-~ THE BOTS ON THE RIVER, by Marjorie Flack. 

FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT, BOY OF THE FOUR FREEDOMS, by Ann Weil. 
~ GREEN GRASS OF WYOMING, by Mary OtHara, 

THE LITTLE ISLAND, by Margaret Wise Brown 

MISS HICKORY, by Carolyn Sherwin Bailey. 

MRS. PIGGLE-WIGGLE, by Betty MacDonald. 


NELLIE AND THE MaYOR'S HaT, by Charlotte Baker. 
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